Road Design
Designing Streets is a national planning policy and can be a material consideration in determining planning applications and appeals.
Designing Streets identifies qualities of successful places (1 of 6) which includes ease of movement:
· Streets should be easy to move around for all users and connect well to existing movement networks.
· Public transport planning should be considered at an early stage in the design process.
Designing Streets as a standards based approach to development has key considerations:
· Street user hierarchy should consider pedestrians first and motor vehicles last.
· Street design should be inclusive, providing for all people regardless of age or ability.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dumfries and Galloway has adopted the 2017 National Roads Development Guide which supports the Scottish Government Policy Designing Streets. It is a technical enabler to that policy document. 
NRDG is aimed particularly at residential and lightly trafficked streets. Note the following:
· Roads intended for use by buses are subject to a maximum gradient of 6.7%. (p80)
· Steep gradients should be avoided as the associated footways can cause problems for those with a mobility handicap. (p82)
· The lengths of gradients which are near to the maximum permitted gradient should be kept as short as possible and should not include any horizontal curves within them, except where the radius of the horizontal curve is very large. (p82)
· Desirably, gradients on footways and footpaths should not exceed 5%, with a nominal maximum of 8%. This should be constructed with a maximum crossfall of 2.5%. Steeper gradients may occasionally be permitted, subject to the provision of a handrail on at least one side and rest platforms at 10 metre intervals. (p90)
· Landings on ramps and stairways, and rest platforms provided adjacent to footpaths and footways, should preferably be 2 metres long and 2 metres wide with an absolute minimum dimension of 1.35 by 1.35 metres. (p91)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------Other Guide: Transport Scotland Roads for All; Good Practice Guide for Roads 2013 addresses disability discrimination legislation. 
This plan made in 2009 has not been assessed by Roads Department since 2011; further application renewals were based on time extension and removal of the maximum units via one access road. The road has an 8% gradient for 160 metres with a curve. 
No separate cycle path. 
Only one 2 metre wide pavement to north side with 2 rest areas in over 80 metres. No pavement to South. Potential 112 units on the site and only one exit route would indicate high level of pedestrain use in addition to traditional dog walkers on realigned core path. Slope from both sides of road is a 1 in 2.  
