 
LDP2 Open Space and New Development Supplementary Guidance - February 2020
This provides more information on the use of LPD2 policy CF3 and has the same stature as the policy. It is a material consideration for planning applications and appeal. 
Policy CF3: Open Space a) Protection of Open Space Within settlements, there will be a presumption against development of open space identified for protection on the inset maps. Inset maps are found in the main LDP2 publication. 
Development of open space for a purpose unrelated to use as open space will not be allowed unless: 
· the open space can best be retained and enhanced through the redevelopment of a small part of the site; or    
· an adequate and acceptable replacement for the open space lost as a result of the development can be provided and/or paid for by the applicant in an equally convenient and accessible location within the locality; and 
· alternative sites have been considered and no other appropriate site can be identified.
2.8 For all developments of 50 or more dwellings where the site area is, or exceeds, 2ha or those larger developments which may have a significant impact on small communities or environmentally sensitive areas, developers are required by the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006 to carry out pre-consultation discussions. For such development, the Council may ask the developer to undertake a detailed appraisal of open space needs as part of these consultations.
2.25 Wherever possible, developers will be encouraged to put together an open space proposal which maximises opportunities to link into the green network and the Core Path network.
2.32 Where a development could reduce accessibility to open space for neighbouring areas, this must be factored into the design to ensure that the accessibility standard continues to be met.
Rights of way=Green Corridors
Woodland=Green networks
5.10 Specifically, good quality open space will: 
• incorporate vegetation that promotes development of native habitats and species (can be complemented with other features such as bird boxes, water features, ornamental planting, use of native plant species and wildflower mixes grown from locally sourced seed; 
• aid natural flood mitigation i.e. SuDS; 
• integrate the wide green network where possible (consider whether natural links can be developed to other spaces through the use of trees, desire paths, hedges, grass verges, planting etc.); 
• ensure that existing features, topography and views (into, out and within the site) such as trees, hedgerows, watercourses and high ground are retained where possible and incorporated into new areas of open space;
 • if there are any existing trees on a proposed open space site, comply with LDP2 policy NE8 (Trees and Development).


